
 

HOUSE TRAINING YOUR DOG 
 

• Contain – If you keep your dog 
contained and under constant 
supervision house training will be more 
successful. 

• Using a crate is an excellent way to 
keep your dog contained and quickly 
housetrain. If a crate is not an option, 
you can also contain your pet in a 
small area of your house such as a 
kitchen or bathroom using baby gates. 

• Keep your dog confined at all times 
when you are not directly supervising 
him until you are sure that he is 
housetrained. 

• Keep your dog on a leash while inside, 
looping the leash handle through your 
pants belt loop so that the dog is 
attached to you at all times. This 
makes it easy for you to quickly move 
your dog outside if he starts to 
eliminate in the house.  

• Schedule – Create a Schedule by 
controlling when and how much your 
dog eats and drinks, so you can better 
predict when he will need to eliminate.  

• Do not leave food down all day for the 
dog as this will create unpredictable 
elimination habits. 

Praise, don’t punish! – NEVER hit, yell at, or rub your dog’s 
nose in his mess for eliminating in the house. Punishing him is 
counterproductive, it teaches the dog that eliminating in your 
presence is a dangerous thing and doesn’t teach them not to 
eliminate in the house. 

 

Tips for Success! 
 
- If you bring your dog outside and 
you think he needs to eliminate but 
he won’t, take him back inside and 
crate him for another 10-15 
minutes. Then take him out to the 
same place again. Don’t assume 
that he didn’t need to go and then 
let him run around your house 
unsupervised. 

________ 
 

- Always praise your dog enthus-
iastically when he eliminates in the 
correct place, this will let him know 
that he is doing the right thing by 
going outside. 

________ 
 

- When your dog eliminates in the 
house, the most important thing is 
to remove all traces of the odor, or 
the dog will continue to eliminate 
in the spot. 

________ 
 

- Using common household 
cleaners is typically not enough, 
Use products sold specifically to 
eliminate pet urine and feces 
odors that you can purchase at 
most pet supply stores. 
 

________ 
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